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before the whole Court, but it was not so to the audi-
ence; and I note this as having appeared to make a part
of the arranged reparation to France, which reparation
was as follows. (From this, imagine the wit of the Court
of Berlin; for I am convinced there was a real desire of
giving satisfaction to Comte d'Esterno.)

First, it was determined the Queen should have a
Lotto, and not a private party, in order that the com-
pany at her table might be the more numerous. After
all the Princesses, Prince Henry, Prince Frederick of
Brunswick, and the Prince of Holsteinbeck, had been
invited, and taken their places, Mademoiselle Bishops-
werder, the maid of honor, who regulated the party,
named Comte d'Esterno. The Queen then, perceiving
Lord Dalrymple, beckoned him, and at the same mo-
ment desired him to sit down. The Ambassadors of
France and England were the only foreign ministers that
were of the party, so that Princes Reuss and Roman-
zow were now excluded, as they before had appeared to
have been favored. It would be difficult to imagine any-
thing more awkward, or more inconsistent; and this in-
creases my regret at remembering that Comte d'Esterno
thought himself obliged to take offense on the first Court
day of the Queen; for, after the absurdity of yesterday,
I can see no possible hope of reparation which would not
be slovenly daubing.

I am certain, however, that, far from wishing to
wound, they were desirous to heal; and, to treat the
subject less petitely, I am persuaded it is wrong to af-
firm the King hates the French. He hates nothing; he
scarcely LOVES anything. He has been told that he must
become wholly German, in order to pursue a new and
glorious track, and he descends to the level of his na-
tion, instead of desiring to elevate his nation superior
to himself. His conduct is the result of the narrowness
of his views. If he have a cordial dislike to anything,
it is to men of wit; because he imagines that, in their
company, it is absolutely requisite he should hear wit,
and be himself a wit. He despairs of the one, and
therefore hates the other. He has not yet learned that
men of wit only are the people who can appear not to pos-medent, more able, andch the Stad-
